The Caring
Partnership
New Year, New Renovations!
Eiddon & Alice Jones Armory Campus
Utica, NY

Daniel Sprock Learning Center
Rome, NY

Thanks to support from New York State Senator Joseph Griffo, Upstate Cerebral Palsy has secured a
State and Municipal Facilities Program grant in the amount of $400,000. Beginning in 2019, the funds
will be used to enhance the educational environment at three major agency campuses, where staff
provide services to hundreds of children and adults each day. Buildings on Armory Drive in Utica,
Brookley Road in Rome and Brooks Lane in Chadwicks will receive many needed improvements,
including upgraded HVAC control systems and ﬁre detection systems, as well as rooﬁng upgrades
and new windows and ﬂooring in the student learning areas. According to Upstate Cerebral Palsy
Executive Director Geno DeCondo, “I cannot stress enough the importance of these upgrades and
improvements to the development and overall well-being of the people who we support, providing
a healthy and safe environment for them to learn and thrive. Thank you again to Senator Griffo for
advocating on our behalf and for securing this much needed funding.”

Susan Constantino Education Center
Chadwicks, NY

The Root Farm Welcomes

Peter Blanchfield
Peter Blanchﬁeld has recently joined the Root Farm as the new
Executive Director! A native of New Hartford, Peter and his family,
who collectively share a love of horses, education, ﬁtness and the
outdoors, recently returned to the Mohawk Valley after spending
nine years in Northern California. Peter completed his graduate
work at DePaul University’s School of Public Service, earning a
Master’s Degree in Nonproﬁt Management. Prior to joining the Root
Farm, Peter was Vice President of Finance and Investor Relations at
MAP, an investment ﬁrm based in Palo Alto, CA, where he led MAP’s
Investor Relations team and fundraising efforts for MAP’s natural
gas and renewable energy royalty partnerships.

Local syrup and
honey make SWEET
holiday gifts!
Visit rootfarm.org or call
315.520.7046 to purchase.
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As former Root Farm Executive Director Jeremy Earl moves on to an
administrative leadership position within Upstate Cerebral Palsy, Peter will continue the tradition
of providing life-changing programs and services to children and adults of all abilities at The Root
Farm. Upstate Caring Partners, Inc. President and CEO, Louis B. Tehan, remarks, “We welcome Peter
to our family of agencies, and know that his impressive and extensive background and work history,
coupled with his roots and connection to the Mohawk Valley, will further the Root Farm’s tradition
of serving people of all abilities, providing opportunities for them to live, learn and grow.”
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Message from Louis B. Tehan
President and CEO
‘

Tis the season…..for reﬂecting on the past
year, counting your blessings and looking to
the future for all of us individually as well as
the many great agencies represented in this
newsletter. As always, our measurement of
challenges and success can best be deﬁned
in relationships with the people we support,
families, community and government.
In fact, our manifestation as an entity is not
represented by bricks and mortar, but rather
the understanding, recognition and eventual
action in life-enriching services that provide
the opportunity of quality of life, choice and
dignity for all involved.
Our mission is simple….to serve. To that end, we pledge all of our passion, expertise, and
energy to enhance the lives of all who we encounter in 2019 and beyond. On behalf of our
Caring Partnership, thank you for allowing us to be a small part of your lives.
Happy and Healthy Holidays to all!

Congratulations Lou!

CMCNY

Care Management
of Central New York

CARING PARTNERS
DEVELOPMENT, LLC

Communications & Donor
Engagement Department
258 Genesee Street~Mezzanine
Utica, NY 13502
315.927.3460
upstatecp.org

Congratulations to our
Upstate Caring Partners, Inc.
President and CEO, Louis B.
Tehan, on being recognized
with the Community
Caregiver Award at the
2018 Celebrating Life Event,
sponsored by the Greater
Mohawk Valley Community
and Elder Wellness Council,
Inc. and the Oneida County
Ofﬁce for the Aging/
Continuing Care.
The award, presented by
Oneida County Executive
Anthony Picente in front
of over 200 caregivers and
community leaders in early
November, recognized Lou
as an advocate for people
with differing abilities, in
honor of National Family
Caregiver Month. Over the
past 40 years, Mr. Tehan
has advocated for increased
supports and opportunities
for people receiving services
at Upstate Cerebral Palsy,
and continues to do so today.
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Holiday
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Thank you to sponsor NBT Bank and to all of the community volunteers
who are making the holidays bright for our children this season!

Self-Direction Success Shared!
Advocates Inc. presenters Bill, Anthony and Carly,
with their Mentors and Brokers, recently spoke
and gave testimonials at the 4th Annual Fiscal
Intermediary/Self-Direction Summit in Albany.
The Summit featured information sharing and best
practices for self-direction occurring in New York
State. Self-direction begins with a person-centered
plan that outlines a person’s goals and objectives.
This includes a speciﬁc support plan that describes
direct staff supports and other services that a person
may need. Self-direction allows the person receiving
services to manage these supports and services him
or herself and provides ﬂexibility, allowing people
to adapt or change goals, schedules, activities, and
expectations based upon their needs. At the Summit,
Bill, Anthony and Carly shared how they have used
their self-directed supports to hire their 1:1 Mentors,
attend college, live independently, volunteer and
deepen community connections.
For more information on Self-Direction services
in the Syracuse area, please contact Advocates at
315.469.9931 or in the Utica area please contact
Upstate Cerebral Palsy at 315. 725.3325.

Grand Opening Signifies New Method of Care

LIFEPlan CCO NY, LLC recently held a grand opening event at its regional
ofﬁce at 258 Genesee Street in Utica. Nicholas Cappoletti, LIFEPlan CCO NY,
LLC CEO, as well as other agency staff, administrators and Geno DeCondo,
Upstate Cerebral Palsy Executive Director, were in attendance, along with
Oneida County Executive Anthony Picente and Utica Mayor Robert Palmieri.
LIFEPlan CCO NY, LLC is a partnership of over 72 local, nonproﬁt organizations
serving 38 counties throughout the Central, Northern, Southern Tier, Hudson
Valley and Capital regions of New York. The organization serves more than
17,000 people and employs approximately 650 professional staff, including over
600 Care Managers. According to the state, CCOs are a family’s “single access
point” for services. The enhanced services are coordinated by Care Managers
using electronic records to create a single individualized plan, called a Life Plan,
which will replace the current Individualized Service Plan (ISP).
“This new system is revolutionizing the way people with disabilities receive
care coordination services,” said Nick Cappoletti, CEO of LIFEPlan CCO NY,
LLC. “Under CCOs, people receive one single comprehensive and holistic plan
with a greater focus on outcomes, measuring the real, positive impact they have
on peoples’ lives. Supports, services and even outside services will be combined
for better visibility to the patient, family, caregiver and health care provider.
The overall well-being of people with disabilities now holds signiﬁcant weight
in their care.”
Pictured left to right in ribbon cutting photo above: Geno DeCondo, Upstate Cerebral Palsy Executive
Director; Lori Kearsing, CCO NY, LLC Vice President of Administration; Anthony J. Picente, Jr.,
Oneida County Executive; Robert Palmieri, Utica Mayor; Nicholas Cappoletti, CCO NY, LLC CEO
and Carleen Stewart, CCO NY, LLC Vice President of Program and Network Development.

Please contact us at 315.565.2612
or info@lifeplanccony.com for more
information or with questions on how
to enroll in LIFEPlan CCO NY, LLC.

Thanks to Walk participants and the following generous

sponsors, the 2018 Walks raised over $155,000 to support
local families affected by Autism Spectrum Disorder.
Lead Sponsor

Advocate Sponsors

Supporter Sponsors

NBT Bank

Bagel Grove
Brindisi, Murad, Brindisi & Pearlman
Earth Construction Services
In Bloom Yoga
Insight Dairy
Parkway Pizza
Utica First Insurance
Ward Arcuri Law Firm

Rome Paid Fire Fighters
Spohn Disposal
Xtreme Auto Sales

Gold Sponsors
Caruso McLean Investment Advisors
NYCM Insurance
Strategic Financial Services

Silver Sponsors

Controlled Waste Systems Inc (CWSI)
Parkway Drugs
Recovery Sports Grill
The Hartford

Donor Sponsors
F.J. Basile CPAs
Hilton Estate and Elder Law
Jay-K Independent Lumber Corp
NYE Automotive Group
Oneida Dental Group
Pavia Real Estate
Ted Camesano Dentistry

Save the Date: 2019 Walks for Autism!
•
•
•
•

Hamilton College - Saturday, April 13
Oneida & Cooperstown - Saturday, April 27
Mohawk Valley - Saturday, May 4
Boonville - Coming Soon

Thank you to all who participated in the

Meet Jenna, Andrea and Kevin!
Help support the children and adults receiving services from Upstate Cerebral

Palsy, The Kelberman Center and The Root Farm. Your contribution can make
a life-long difference in their lives, helping them to reach their fullest potential.
Jenna paints about her life and things that she loves...including iced
mocha coffee and ice cream sundaes! As a participant in the Upstate
Cerebral Palsy art program, Jenna is able to express herself through
painting - choosing the canvas size, colors and subject matter of all
of her creations. Jenna proudly displayed her artwork at an agency
art show, Gallery of Expression, showcasing her talent and unique
personality. Experiencing art class is truly life-changing, and thanks to
your support, will continue to inspire people like Jenna.

Jenna
Andrea is a very inquisitive girl with tons of energy! With 1-to-1 support
from her Kelberman Center Mentors, she is able to enjoy a wide range
of activities within the community. One of her favorite groups is Learn
to Swim at MVCC, and she also enjoys Kelberman’s after-school groups
and social activities, such as Lego Group, ARTability, Sensory Groups,
and seasonal celebrations and dances! Kelberman’s expanding
community-based programs ensure that kids like Andrea build social
skills that serve them for a lifetime.

Kevin

Andrea
Kevin had always wanted to feel the exhilaration of riding a zip line,
but never thought it would be possible due to the constraints of his
wheelchair. He soon learned that anything is possible at The Root
Farm! A specially designed zip line, the first of its kind in the country,
allows people of all abilities to experience the thrill of gliding 1,000
feet through the air. Unique opportunities like this are made possible
through your contributions, which allow children and adults of all
abilities, like Kevin, live their lives to the fullest.

Donate Online

upstatecp.org, kelbermancenter.org, rootfarm.org

Buddy Walk!

I would like to be a part of the

Miracle!

I would like to support (select all that apply).....
Upstate Cerebral Palsy
The Kelberman Center
The Root Farm
Other affiliate (please indicate below)
Enclosed is my gift of
$300.00
$150.00
$75.00
$30.00
other $
Name (please print)
Street Address
City, State, Zip
Telephone
E-mail
Method of Payment (check one)
Check
Visa
Master Card
American Express
Discover
Credit Card #
Exp. Date
Billing Zip Code
Signature
Total Contribution Amount
Special instructions or in memory/honor of information:
Please notify the following of my gift:
Make checks payable to Cerebral Palsy Association
Mail with this form to Communications and Donor Engagement
258 Genesee Street - Mezzanine Level, Utica, NY 13502
Please call 315.927.3461 with questions or to learn more!
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Please visit upstatecp.org to ﬁnd out how you can make a difference in the lives of the people
we support through participating in our events, becoming a volunteer, or making a donation.
Together, we can help create
in the lives of people with differing abilities.

